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ZUMBROTA – ZumbrotaMazeppa High School staff got a surprise on 
Monday, September 5, when it was discovered that the gymnasium 
had flooded over the Labor Day weekend. It is believed that a sump 
pump hose detached and was spilling water into the gym all weekend, 
which was further complicated by the heavy rainfall recently. 

An estimated three to four inches of water accumulated on and under 
the flooring. ZM Superintendent Gary Anger said that one corner of 
the gym seemed to have more water than other areas and explained 
that some of the floor boards had already started to warp due to the 
water damage. 

The water was removed quickly to try and save the wood flooring, 
and fans were brought in to dry everything out. When school began 
on Tuesday, most of the water had been cleared out, although the rip
pled floorboards were noticeable and there was still visible moisture. 

Standing water is on the ZMHS gymnasium floor on Monday, September 5. The gym will be closed un
notice due to the flooding over Labor Day weekend.
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 “There is no firm timeline on when the floor will be repaired,” ZMHS 
Principal Dave Anderson said. 

Subsequently, all sports that would normally be played in the gym 
have been moved to Mazeppa until further notice.

The school had some insurance adjusters come in to assess the dam
age, and they decided that the gym was a complete loss and would 
need to be repaired. On Friday, September 9, the school board voted 
to accept a bid from Anderson Ladd in the amount of $133,200 to 
repair the flooring. This amount exceeds what the school will receive 
in insurance, but they will attempt to sell some of the old wood in the 
gym to help cover the costs. The wood cannot be used for flooring but 
could be used for other purposes.

“Demolition will begin immediately,” Anger said.

The gymnasium has closed until further notice.


